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Introduction and Background of the Book


Living in Empire (Erlander)

Purpose:  to unveil meaning in history and give hope

Outline of the Book (Richard)

Characteristics of Apocalyptic literature

Prophetic+:  new heavens and a new earth


Visual/Visionary


Symbolic


Code language


Dualism

Beginning and Ending in God:  Chapter 1:1-8, Chapter 22:12-13, 20-21


“Who is, who was, who is to come” 1:4, 1:8


“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.  22:13


“Grace to you and peace…”  1:4  “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…”  22:21


Last word:  “Amen.”  (“All shall be Amen and Alleluia”  Augustine) 1:6, 7; 22:21

Addressing the Angels of the Churches:  Chapters 2-3


John to the seven churches 1:10-11


The mystery of the seven stars and the seven lampstands unveiled 1:20


Outline of the letters (Richard):



Addressee:  “To the angel of the church in…”



Order to write:  “write this…”



The one writing:  “The one who…says…”



Body of the letter:




Description of situation:  “I know…”




Rebuke:  “Yet I hold this against you…”




Order to repent:  “Repent…”




Apocalyptic revelation:  “Behold…”




Promise to visit:  “I will come to you…”

Call to listen:  “Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.”

Future  promise:  “To the victor…to those who persevere…I will give…”

Sample Letters:  Laodicea, 3:14-22  “To the angel of the church at 20th and Killingsworth”  (Joan Lepley)

God’s Intervention into the Bestiality of History:  Chapter 12


Center of Revelation/Center of History:  Undeniable Reality and Future Hope, 12:1-15:4

Stark contrast:  Dragon and Pregnant woman 12:1-6
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